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Not too many people along Sydney’s 
northern beaches would have heard of 

the Northern Beaches Business Education 
Network Inc or NBBEN for short.  

 
 

 
The NBBEN has been active for over 18 years, having been established previously in Dee Why and now 
at Brookvale since 1997. Its main role is to assist the younger people along the Peninsula through the 
creation of a better future. It is a non-profit organisation funded by the Australian Government and 
NSW Government. 
 

NBBN works with students, parent groups, local businesses and organisations with the creation and 
delivery of exciting programs to educate and train young people and at the same time improve the 
local community. 
 

And like our own Community Connect Northern Beaches, NBBEN is also suffering from a lack of  
future funding, with the existing Government grants expected to be severely slashed or cancelled  
completely. 
 

Operating from Pittwater Road in Brookvale, NBBEN is successfully delivering support in the Work 
Placement Support Programme (WPSP) and the School Business Community Partnership Broker  
programme (PB). These programmes are designed to support stronger and sustained transitions for 
young people by ‘brokering’ partnerships within the community in support of more targeted and  
localised outcomes.  
 

The WPSP programme provides students with industry placements linking young people with the local 
business opportunities as part of an industry led goodwill programme. Most importantly, WPSP has 
also provided many students with structured learning opportunities in a real workplace. This  
structured work placement is a mandatory component of a Vocational Education and Training (VET) in 
a Schools course undertaken by senior secondary students. The Northern Beaches Business Education 
Network provides this all important link of employers to schools and TAFE NSW institutes in the local 
area.  
 

Now in April 2014 the organisation is concerned its funding for the Partnership Brokers programme 
and the Australian Government’s commitment in supporting the State Government is to cease in  
favour of cash handouts to unemployed people under 30 who find and keep a job for more than 12 
months and of course, the GONSKI solution to schools.  
 

This would mean no alternative plan to connect  vulnerable young people in need of jobs, with  
suitable employers and the training required. If the scheme is cancelled, about 450 workers will also 
lose their jobs across Australia, plus the 87 non government organisations that administer the service 
in communities around Australia as they close or severely cut the number and variety of services  
currently provided. 
 

“We need much local support if we are to continue with this important community project”,  
Samantha King, NBBEN Executive Officer said. 
 

“I’m concerned that after many successes during the last few years, all will now be in vain. The loss of 
this funding would see a 65% drop in our capacity in the community”, she said. 
 

“Ninety per cent of our Partnerships in Mackellar and Warringah would never have materialised or 
seen success without our NBBEN resource allocation, planning and programme management, a record 
that stands for itself” Samantha said.    

DEMENTIA? 
MEMORY LOSS?   
Are you looking after  
someone with these  

concerns? 
 

 
 

You are invited to three  
educational sessions  

delivered by Alzheimer’s 
Australia; 

 

Friday, 2 May 2014 -  
Understanding Dementia 

 

Friday, 9 May 2014 -  
Communication 

 

Friday, 16 May 2014 -  
Behaviours 

 

All 10.00am to 12.30pm 
at 30 FISHER ROAD,  

DEE WHY, with 
COUNCIL CARPARKS  

located at  
MOORABA ROAD or  
DEE WHY LIBRARY 

 

The cost of $5 covers  
morning tea during the 

course. 
        

For further enquiries & 
bookings call Robyn  

on 9931 7750  

Can the  
Northern 
Beaches  
Business  

Education  
Network   
survive ?  

Congratulations 
 

To our local members and  
Community Connect  

Northern Beaches 
supporters; Mike Baird 

(Manly) as the new Premier 
of NSW, Rob Stokes 

(Pittwater), the State’s new 
Environment Minister and 
Brad Hazzard (Wakehurst) 

who takes over the  
responsibilities of  
Attorney-General. 
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More facts and figures 
 
It seems that our Community Connect Northern Beaches 
web page has achieved even greater strides.  
 

For instance, during the whole of 2013 we received; 

5,164 new visitors, plus another, 

 6,959 returning visitors. 
 

This was a grand total of 12,213 visits from locals requiring 
news and information from our ‘Locals Helping Locals’ 
website. 
 

Some sample statistics from January to December 2013 
include: 

About Us; 426 page visits 

‘Bringing us Together’; 683 page visits 

Carers;  1,735 page visits 

Community Hub; 1,129 page visits 

Free Community Services; 934 page visits 

Gardening;  940 page visits 

Home page; 6,898 page visits 

News; 1,719 page visits 

Photo tour; 832 page visits 

Volunteering;   8,590 page visits 

Whats on; 842 page visits 
 

Not a bad annual record! 

What in 
the world  
is 
Volunteer 
Speed 
Matching? 
 

 

 

Community Connect Northern Beaches has taken 

part in this year’s Volunteer Speed Matching events.  
 

Vesna Perisic, our Volunteer Recruitment coordinator joined 

this unique opportunity for participants and organisations to 

come together, share their knowledge and just ‘network’ 

between themselves.  
 

During the exciting and fast-paced (seven minute long) 

sessions, the participants increased their awareness of the 

types of organisations with which they may like to volunteer.      
 

Run by the Centre for Volunteering , ‘The Centre’ is the peak 

body in NSW promoting and supporting volunteering and 

community participation. ‘The Centre’ connects people and 

organisations in order to enrich our community.  
 

They achieve this through referral, training, resource 

development and information and education services, all 

designed to help people get involved in their communities. 

‘The Centre’ also enhances the capacity and skills of not-for-

profit organisations, corporations and government to become 

more involved in the community. 
 

“We had a tremendous time at the recent Volunteer Speed 

Matching. It was held at the Sydney Town Hall with about 

200 people attending the session”, Vesna said. 
 

“As each day passes, volunteering is becoming a more 

important part of every community, and the Northern Beaches 

is no exception”, she added. 
 

“I must have spoken to over 40 people from different places  

and can now put that new information to good use for our very 

own community”, Vesna said. 
 

“Maybe we can have a Volunteer Speed Matching event on 

the Northern Beaches next year”, Vesna added. 

Left; Vesna, 
(2nd from left), 
and other  
participants at 
one of the  
Volunteer 
Speed Matching  
sessions. 

Emails to the editor 
Congratulations for the last newsletter. Those bits of  
gardening advice are very good. Keep up the good work. 
Tom 

Gardening in Autumn - 4 quick tips 
 

 

1. Autumn is a time to 
make new plants 
from cuttings. As a 
starter, take 10cm 
cuttings from  

 hardwood herbs 
 such as rosemary 
 and bay, or natives 
 such as banksias and 
 coastal rosemary.   Remove the lower leaves, dip     
 cuttings into hormone powder and pot in small       
 containers of premium potting mix. Keep moist and  
 shelter it from strong winds and autumn sun. 
2.  Trim hedges before the start of winter to keep them       
 compact and bushy from ground level. 
3.  Check your lawn and make sure the weeds you 
 sprayed are dying. Repeat the treatment if necessary. 
 Aerate the lawn with a garden fork, then scatter lime 
 lightly over it.  Rejuvenate your tired lawns with an 
 autumn feeding to ready them for the onset of the 
 cool winter weather conditions. 
4.  Collect fallen leaves, grass clippings, kitchen scraps 
 and shredded prunings. Layer them in a compost bin, 
 then turn periodically with a garden fork to allow air to 
 circulate and feed organisms. Don‘t overload your 
 compost  and maintain a mix.  

Autumn  

has arrived 


